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Hudson River, with all 155 pas-

sengers safe, is one of the hap-
py endings.

A University of Tilinnis pro-
fessor’s research could help
keep those happy landings

mis-
sion to find & way for radar

. 1o track animals in real time.

The Ul engineering profes-
sor has compiled more than 18
months' data from radars at
two Washington state airports,

data so enormous that he com-

John F. Kennedy Airport, Van-
couver International Airport
and Dallas/Fort Worth Airport.
He said it could take two or
three years to gather and ana-

In a lowertech test, he
recently flew a radio-controlled
model helicopter ar the Seat-
tle-Tacoma Airport to show his
radar array can detect a bird-
sized target in near-real time.

Rudy Frasca, who owns Fra-
sca Aviation north of Urbana,
hqssgmﬂsﬁng_si%ceﬁh:swm;:
— ‘years 8go. He a
lection of plas:es from World

‘War II to the latest technology
tllmt he regularly takes into the
air.

Frasca’s never had a bird
collision.

“But there's always the first
time,” said Frasca, who notes
that pilots enthusiastically sup-
port research on the problem.

Such collisions cost the U.S.
600 million a year, accord-

mBirdsnﬁnCnmminee

usually
hupﬂymtaﬂﬁ‘ﬂnyhnbirds.
the committee notes; however,

aircraft repairs are costly.
Herricks said the way o

of data generation.

flocks of birds are and where
going.
“If you're observing birds,
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that generat

of data. It's largely
a matter of storage, hecause
nhnhamalﬂsh frequency



